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Official position of the Linguistic Society of America [added 4/16/04]
Statement drafted by Prof. David Perlmutter, UCSD; adopted by LSA
membership in a mail ballot 7/1/01 Sign Languages The Linguistic
Society of America affirms that sign languages used by deaf communities
are full-fledged languages with all the structural characteristics and range
of expression of spoken languages. They have rule—governed systems of
articulation, word formation, sentence structure, and meaning, which
have been the subject of modern scholarly study since the pioneering
work of William Stokoe (1919-2000) over forty years ago. These
languages are not merely a set of informal gestures, nor are they a signed
version of any particular spoken language. American Sign Language, the
language of deaf communities in the United States and most of Canada,
goes back almost two hundred years and is historically and structurally
unrelated to spoken English. It is also the vehicle of a distinguished deaf
culture and has a tradition of visual literature. The LSA affirms for signed
languages such as ASL all the rights and privileges attendant to any
spoken languages, including the right to satisfy a student's academic
foreign language requirement, just as Spanish, Chinese, Navajo, or any
other spoken language can.

lEe 45 Lgiday Lusmn ya Y15 LAY A e @laglall ey el

Information about ASL as a language The status of ASL and signed
languages General information resources ASL as a "foreign language"
Legislation (as of 2003) and States that recognize ASL as a foreign
language as of 1996, including Massachusetts: Mass. General Laws
(MGL, Chapter 15A, Sect. 9A: added by the State during 1993 Regular
Session and approved on January 14, 1994. 9A: ASL is recognized as a
full and legitimate language, as the language of a unique culture in the
United States, and as the *****alent of a spoken language for the
purposes of foreign language study and course credit in colleges. List
(although not completely up to date) of universities accepting ASL in
fulfillment of foreign language requirements (includes Stanford, Yale,
Brown, MIT, Purdue, University of Chicago, University of Michigan,
University of Texas, University of Virginia, University of Washington,
University of Pennsylvania, University of New Mexico, University of
California, University of Arizona, University of Colorado, University of
Kansas, University of Massachusetts, Indiana, Ohio State, among many
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others). BU is somewhat unusual in offering a program in ASL and Deaf
Studies — and it is an excellent one at that (and even more unusual in
offering ASL classes that do not count for the foreign language
requirement). These offerings should present a competitive advantage for
Boston University, as the demand for ASL classes is growing nationally
(see, e. g, this article about a recent survey of demand for foreign
language classes conducted by the Modern Language Association).
Research on ASL carried out at Boston University — with substantial
support from the National Science Foundation American Sign Language
Linguistic Research Project (Carol Neidle, director, also encompasses:
SignStream: A Multimedia Tool for Sign Language Research National
Center for Sign Language and Gesture Resources (collaboration with
Stan Sclaroff, BU, and Dimitris ****xas, Rutgers University) Some
linguistics publications dealing with the structure and organization of
ASL Computer Science research related to computer—based analysis and
recognition of signed languages, conducted by Profs. Stan Sclaroff,
Margrit Betke, George Kollios, as well as a group of graduate students in
the Image and Video Computing Group and the Database Lab. See also
The Center for the Study of Communication and the Deaf in the School
of Education.
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Hello Hend,

The information about my book that you requested is available on line
at the following address:

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/052...436#reader—page
All of chapter 1 is there as well as some additional pages.
I hope this helps.

Scott K. Liddell, Ph. D.

Chair, Department of Linguistics

800 Florida Ave, NE Washington, DC 20002

fax: 202-651-5741

phone: 202-651-5450
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